
Like most regions throughout the nation, Long Island is increasingly becoming more 
racially and ethnically diverse.  This change is occurring most rapidly in the student 
population.  There are many benefits to having a racially diverse learning 
environment: black and Latino students who attend racially integrated schools 
perform better than in racially segregated schools (Mickelson, 2011); students who 
attend racially integrated schools overwhelmingly report positive experiences, which 
include creating valuable cross-race and cross-cultural relationships and becoming 
more comfortable interacting with diverse people (Wells, et al., 2005); and long term 
societal benefits of racially integrated schools include greater social cohesion and 
tolerance, more cross-racial relationships, and more integrated neighborhoods (Eaton 
and Chirichigno, 2011).  However, these benefits cannot be fully realized unless we 
put systems in place that will support an increasingly diverse student body and 
integrated schools and classrooms.   
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With the release of the 2010 Census data, ERASE Racism undertook an effort to 
compare the levels of segregation and the racial disparities between 2000 and 2010.  
The results are cause for great concern.   
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In this first graph we see that Long Island has become more racially diverse; however 
this increased diversity has not translated into increased integration. 
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Long Island continues to be one of the most racially segregated regions in the 
country, ranking tenth in terms of the highest levels of segregation between blacks 
and whites.  
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One frequently used measure of segregation is the Index of Dissimilarity (D).  It 
measures the proportion of one group that would need to move to another census 
tract in order to achieve an equal distribution in relation to another group.   In 
general, values of D above 60 indicate a very high level of segregation between the 
two groups.  Looking at the graph we can see that the level of segregation between 
whites and blacks has remained over 60 for the past three decades, and while it has 
decreased the latest measure of 69 in 2010 is still significantly high.  For Latinos and 
Asians we see an increase in the level of segregation that they are experiencing.  
Clearly diversity does not mean integration on Long Island, which is cause for great 
concern especially if this trend of more isolation and higher levels of segregation 
continues. 
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On Long Island, and throughout most of the nation, there are large income 
differences between racial groups; however, the high levels of racial segregation 
cannot be explained by income disparities alone.  According to data provided by 
Brown University sociologist John Logan, different racial groups experience the same 
level of exposure to whites, regardless of their household income.  
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As is clear from this graph, Long Island schools are more diverse than in past years.  
However, this increased racial diversity has not resulted in integrated schools.  Just 
like the neighborhood trends, data show that while schools have become more 
racially and ethnically diverse school segregation for black students on Long Island 
has remained extremely high over the past two decades and segregation for Latino 
and Asian students has increased.  
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When looking at the disparities between predominately white Census tracts (over 
93% white)  versus majority black tracts (over 50% black) , and majority Latino tracts 
(over 50% Latino)  on Long Island, there are undeniable educational inequities.  
According to 2010 Census data and 2009-2010 NY State School Report Cards, 63% of 
the population in intensely white neighborhoods has access to low need, resource 
wealthy school districts, and only 3% go to high need, low-resource school districts.  
In contrast, the vast majority of the residents in majority black and majority Latino 
tracts only have access to high need school districts; 77% of students in majority 
black tracts attend high need school districts and 97% of students in majority Latino 
tracts attend high need school districts. 
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Another way to measure educational inequities is by analyzing performance 
measures, such as graduation rates and averages on test scores.  Based on graduation 
rate, 3% of black students, 5% of Latino students, 28% of white students and 30% of 
Asian students on Long Island have access to the highest performing school districts. 
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Diversity is not a benefit to the region if people continue to live in segregated 
neighborhoods and students continue to be educated in segregated learning 
environments.  We already know that students perform best in racially and socio-
economically diverse classrooms.  This slide shows just a few studies on the benefits 
of racial diversity in education. 
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Now more than ever, steps need to be taken to ensure that our schools are heading 
in the right direction and are becoming more racially integrated rather than more 
segregated.  Education equity can only be achieved by a combination of housing and 
education strategies.  While there are certainly a number of steps that need to be 
taken at the state level and school district level, which several of our panelists will 
discuss, it is imperative that we also treat education equity as a housing issue.  On the 
housing front, aggressive enforcement of fair housing laws at the local, state and 
federal level is essential to any effort to increase neighborhood and school 
integration.   
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To sign up for ERASE Racism’s Education Equity Working group visit our website at 
www.eraseracismny.org  
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